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This very welcome new list of Use birds of Borneo, prepared by B. E. Sraytflies, author 
of Birds of Burma 1 and now Honorary Curator of Birds at the Sarawak Museum, follows 
roughly die lines of 'An Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Malay a', published in the 
present series of journals some ten years ago, 2 Rut Smylhics's list covers the complete 
Bornean Province, as defined by F. N. Chaserv while the Malayan list stops at the 
frontier between Malaya and Thailand (Siam), and thus covers only about two-thirds 
of Chosen's Malayan Province. If tins premature hub were merely an idiosyncrasy os the 
author, it would noL concern us for long, but the reason for truncating the natural pro¬ 
vince in this way is .significant. 

There has nut really been much collecting in Malaya, apart front a few centres, as 
Dr. Gibson-HilS pointed out, but over the last twenty years or so a small group of amateur 
ornithologists have turned in a large number of observations on habit and habitat, and 
even visual records of forms which have not yet been taken in the area. 1 ids activity has 
occurred only in the purl of the peninsula south of the Malaya- filmland border. North 
of the frontier remains a lauaii tnaii in this respect, all visual record* cease. There is no 
doubt that we have a richer avifauna in Borneo, and certainly also it has attracted a con¬ 
siderable number of c sped it to ns and individual collectors over (itc last hundred years. 
We thus have a fairly widespread cover of die region in terms of formal records obtained 
by professional and semi-professional workers; and we have had relatively few ornitho¬ 
logists turning in sight records, apart from the preseni curator, Tom Harrisscm himsdt, 
who has certainly been doing his best for US, 4 The result is that the cover, though sparse, 
is relatively even over the greater pan of Borneo, except inevitably for die inaccessible 
central region, and it is nearly all of the same quality. ML. Kinabalu at times lias seemed 
to be assuming the role of a holiday resort for biologists in the field. Fortunately a fair 
proportion of those who have started on the well-worn route to its summit have had no 
interest in ornithology, and the excess of records from this region is not as appreciable 
as one might fear on theoretical grounds. 


t-UE Smvthies Birth itf Burma, edited by H. C. Smith & P. P- Garlhwnite, wub 31 coloured 
plates by LL.-Cmdr. A, M. Hufihcs, R.N., pr, xxaii + 533, pile map, American Baptist Mission 
Press, Rangoon, 1340, Second edition, lcjiI extensively revised by the author, plates unchanged, pp. 
xlliI |. 668, one map, Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh and London, 1353. 

l. c. A. Gibson-HiU, H An Annoyed Checklist of the Birds of Malaya 1 . BidL Raffles Mus., 20, 

September 1949, 299 pp. , „„ 

3. h N Chosen, 'A Hand list of Malaysian Birds', thtlL Raffles Mus r , |l r 1935 mot 1953, as on 
p. 5ZJ of Sarawak. Mas, JaurttU above]; see pp. viii-ix (Malayan Province) 4 xt-xnj i Bornean 

PfOV I EjC'S ) ■ 

4 , r nie present work, of course, contains a number of hitherto unpublished field notes by the 
■■■jLlior B I' Smythles. and some from notes supplied by A. K. G Morrison nnu F G. H, Allen: tlu. 
Su? over for a few mooths from Malaya, covered ou|y the Kuchins area, where he umeilys hawed 

in the .1 PendLng. iust <«* *™ P re¥mIIS rat ° rlls f °' 

Borneo, both near the Fcngo range, south ot Bnu. before IBB? 4 before IKK.1. 
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A commendable JuUMliun el> 1 hu gcuotti] LifTHugeniem in the introductory suction is 
Mic inclusion of tin umliorntEvi! note uji the 'Ecu fogy of UunW t pj>. 527-bK a failure 
wlui;h might well be followed by oilier aut lions. The Historical Sketch 1 [pp. 531-52) 
wilier follows occupies li btrge proportion of the opening pnges. It has been com pi led 
carefully^ und the result is an extremely interesting section, of considerable value even in 
jLs own Vl ^ apart from the support which it gives to the list that follows. Two small 
additions might have been made in this section. We are told that E, Banks l in m2 wax 
with the Oxford Expedition on ML Dulitk he led it. And there is no reference in this 
section to V. W : Ryvcs’s visits to North Borneo, April to August 1938, and January to 
April IQ39. 5 ft is also useful to find u summary of the principal collections of Bornean 
birds in other Museums, though it is difficult, to unearth much on the Kuching collection 
ihelf, beyond its designation as The largest Sarawak collection in existence, daring from 
I SDl, and 500 specimens from ±NortJ] Borneo 1 (p. 552). and the editorial comment that 
iu preparing this list Smythies had to tackle 'the mass of museum and literary material, 
>o long uncoordinated tmd sometimes almost chaotic 1 (p. viii); one wonders how it trot 
like that] 

SmyihiON provides a nilher longer bildkigruphy (pp. 782-800). He ng;im omils 

(.'in llbr pnpoi-N of purely Ihxtiitmnk Intercut, bin Jiv triduilux a number of woiis dcNcrip- 

lEtc ot oirds occurring in Borneo which say nothing significant on their range lhere; 
in addition he gives a few accounts uf little-known sections of the Bornean landscape, and 
one or two items of travel tn Borneo. He thoughtfully provides an index of the place 
numes mentioned in the text but not marked on the map—a must valuable addition in the 
present instance, lie also includes the English trivial names, putting them with the scicn- 
LeIIl names in u combined index (pp, $06—15 ), mtd gives additional indexes of vernacular 
names [pp. SI 6-8), and "Sarawak Museum Curators’ (p. 801]. The indexes of local 
and English names, at least, are certainly useful, but the function of the 'Index of 
Sarawak Museum Curators 1 seems obscure; it occupies a full page, for a mere eight 
names, with no page numbers apportioned against them. It is also unfortunate that about 
forty oJ the entries in the list of local names—good Da yak names like Seniang and 
Pi pa Amu —are not given in the text beside the birds co neeraed. Seemingly we have here 
a divergence of opinion between author and editor: in his introduction Smythies says, 
"Only Malay names (M), Iban names (I), and one or two K da bit names are given. 
These are largely taken from the list by Banks { 1935a: 268-72), but some considered 
of doubtful value arc omitted . . .* (p r 529). 

A more serious defecl arising somewhere between author, editor and printer, is the 
typography: maybe the editor left il to the author, or (he author to the editor; possibly 
everyone left il Lo the type-setter, who is certainly the only person who can he said to 
have gained by the present arrangement. With an infinite moaoLomy, the annotated list 

V, W. Ryves was collecting birds’ eggs, not skins. Ia 1938 his Ln-cnfiiics were Patau hai, 
SandaknLi EsEaLe, Sungei Baling X Tanjong TeEok: in 1939, Kabayan, KiuLr. Kota Betad. Kaun^ & 
K 1 lain Abai ■ in this latter periofl be also Lock twts clinches of MegaptnJe esgs from ih<z Mantanahi Is., 
off A gal Buy. A report sin his cnilccrion occurs in C. A. Gibson-Hill, OrailhoJogical Nnic-s from ihe 
Rallies Museum, Mo. 5 t 'A eoliceiiuji of Birds" Hgps from Norltl Borneo 1 . flufl, Ruffles Mas.. 21, 
1950. pp, 106—T15. Sec also, ibid., No. E8, Tlic apparent breeding s&asoas of Land Birds In North 
Borneo & Malaya', Bull. Ruffles Mm. r 2-1, 1952, pp r 270-^1. And V. W, Ryvcs. The iieiLing of Vne 
Megapode in North Borneo', JjrnflmiJt Museum Journal. 20 Otd Series fff, pt > T N.S.) 195:5 pp 
316 - 7 . 
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itself (pp. 553—7HE) n all 229 pages of ii, is set almost entirely In J Opt light Roman; 
on this basis the scientific names only arc given in light italics, with continuous Roman 
capitals for the English name headings and the 'ype-kjcii lilies. But die family names arc 
set in 3 Opt bold, upper and lower ease—preceded by the 3 r .nglish equivalents in light 
t dpi Luis again!—and there are a few notes, probably less than a desert, in 8pi. Presum¬ 
ably, therefore, Lhc printer could manage both, buL kept very largely to Roman l Opt. A 
fuller use should most certainly have been made of the facilities available. The lest is 
lucid and concise, and jhc authors handling of lies information is in general admirable. 
[3 ul as the typography stands the pages are flat, and in parts it is not easy to follow the 
text quickly, as one should he able to do in a work of this kind. LigStt uniform capitals 
are a poor treatment at ibe best of times; and they arc more, not less, difficult to read 
than the ordinary line of light upper and lower case letters. In die present work it is by 
no means easy to lake in lhc English names of the species nl a glance, and occasionally 
confusion is liable to arise with the type localities. The pity is that after so much good work 
has gone into composing the text, it should be treated so indifferently in the manner of 
setting it. 

The first list of Bornean birds was published by I high {later fur Hugh) Low in 
1848, as an appendix to his book on Sarawak,* 1 It is apparently no more than a list of 
all the Bornean species then represented in the British Museum (N,H ), where the col¬ 
lections of birds, mammals and insects were enriched by donations from Low at the end 
ot 1847. The Bornean list thus constituted includes some fifty-nine species. Additional 
forms were added by a number of collectors over die next forty years; the most im¬ 
portant of these during the earlier part of (he period being James Motley, 7 the two 
Italians, O. Beccari and the Marquis G. Daria, and the Hungarian, J . Xuntus: and during 
die latter part, die German, F J. Grabowsky, the Dutchman Dr. J. Buttikofcr, and E-l. T. 
Ussher, W. J-L Treacher, John Whitehead and finally A- H, Everett, 


6. Hugh Low, iWmi'fdA: jYr inhabitants it productions; being notes during a residence m the 
country with lUt . the Rajah ftrookc, London, lMB. Sec Appendix. pp. -IOP-I t, Hugh Low i 1824- 
1905) went 10 horn no on behalf of his family's business (looking for unusual tropical _ planls that 
could be sem la England for snle), arriving c. IS44. In Sarhwnk be eamt- mider the influence of 
;limes Brooke, and remained Lhcrc wills him uniil July !H47. when they both returned io Ln gland. 
The folio win*: year Low aimc out again with UronLc ft 'Putting Billy r Napier on H.M.S- St zander 
(Captn- Hon 1 a bio H, Kcppl-I}, as secretary to the new] y-formed govcmtnenl of Labuan. fn August 
(|K'38}, while in Singapore, Jic married Napier’s illegitimate daughter, Catherine fob. ISiH), by 
whom lie bad a son (Hugh Brooke Low) ft a daughter, who later married pr] John Pope Hctmessy, 
Governor at Labuan (Efitt7-7L). Relations were not always happy between Hugh Low and his 
son-in-law, ant! on one occasion shortly before I be Llic r left tie had his father-in-law arrested on. the 
charge of keeping native misircases and giving the subordinate government posts to their relatives. 
[_ow remained ns Labuan,, occupying various positions, inducting LhiiL of acting Governor before ft 
after Hennery's Lour of office. unlrl 1877, when ho was appointed Hritisli Resident in Perak, where 
he continued until his retirement in 1889. 

7. Janies Motley's col led in □ at Labuan (til and Banjcrmassin (1654 60) added fifty-eight 

birds to lhc Humean list, one less than lhc total on Low's ILsl. Smytlilcs says thns Motley arrived in 
Ubtjao in 185 I or IB52, but I cannot, escape (be ftcllng that he must have been there from 1850, 
ai leflSL On 25 March, 3 851. L. Llewellyn Diltwyn read a paper lo the Zoological Society of London 
'On an undeserved species of \f€gapoiiiun m {R.Z.S, r pi. 19. 1851, pp. I US-20); he begins My friend 

Motley, who is now conducting lhc operations of the Eastern Archipelago Company in 
Labuan, has lately sent me home a box of zoological specimens , . by this dale he bad also received 
several tellers. 
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published his ‘List of the bi^Ton/ifBoTne^ ^ ^ Bomcan lisl himself, and h i S89 
or the Journal of ,/* Slra!is W f in the twomieth „ b 4 

ST ® 1 SUlU ' “ [il: Slll “ So,, in he ^hn,T He eluded PaI aw T and 

p /U “I which thirty-four oceu ^ f"'^, covcted . *nd claimed for il , , 0I . lIof 

i-tnmcc propcr, 05 defined byj>, N riiasen in i "c” £r °“ P ’ buI nm in lhc Bornean 

■H niV'r rr ,wem >- E ™ £** -Cr ; n 9 ■ E ~ <-«« 

Stllu XJ S t of EJlt^ Bjffk nf Rn 1 W3S SU PCf SCflccj hv I i « > t 

there HeT° ° f 0n ,° " f tlle fld j“->nt islands' TdTfoT'T l '“ km un ““'No 

*^:; s a m °“ or 

r ^ P Xt^r; h XS tr” S f “ S 10 ,hc “*» avifauna, thorn* 

msuVof™ fru ™ thC colJection of over 7 300 Aim „?!] d ° SC<i ' lH parl Ulesc additions 
f. Sult ° f m«t generous financial assist,,, d bc "*°«" <«l and 1954 as a 
d,em Smythle* has arrived at a total Tho of Singapore.'win, 

bgun: is three lower tii.in Moulton’s total 1 ^ . Spcuc3 [or *be Bornean Province This 

P.n to earlier records W*J,S2d“ 2‘-^ "* addi,i °" s - *■ « IcssbeL due 
forms as separate species, folIowC*^" ' ‘° ^ disa PP<=tt™nce of several 

“ " "“™ bef 01 morc ^ less Palararctie TllL ' «*“' Edition 

Wen-Harrier, Ruff, Blackbcadcd Gull Stvltl r * P “ rel ‘ [hc Water Rail 

Zt z Z ylhiss ' s li «™ and rr ,car ' The "=■«» 

b , ‘ n thL Ctowdrm after [heir L n , ■ S ^ Wu :jrc ^ d [ ° sec the p | 0VC rE 
tor Bu ,' .°, n " K advc ™ tve n.ua 

■«? ttzf* - ** *-sa»£Kte 

lion tnndc by the eariy'Du7d!‘is the eontribu- 
N8I tonk two kinds „f Cormorants, the Painted SnioV c T'" %b Croocl «™i* in 
T ‘ in ,he ■■■ year, took lhe p™ P ?’ Sacred Mgfotar and Glossy 

R-il. Hie Black Moorhen, Parole Coot vi T- , Hsron - lwo kinds of Whistling 
Crested Jaeanas. niey were ob«Ld af Iv r '“ gEd Sti,t a " d Ok Lot,..-tailed w 
now drained as a rice bowl; tliev have °"" cr ® J n£kau Lake, near Baniern.assin 

Borneo, by anyone since. A J"? ^ H '™- « £S 

tifst taken by A, H. Everett John Wldtet . | C '■ n “ cnlM: spates, on (he other hand 
'lie industrious Rev. R. jj. Sharpe', In some rcsoects’'^ Cte " les ,,<wc - and *»ribcd by 
trtous m that he described as new snee.es a Zn^' " T™’ ,a, “ r »« '«> indus- 

ficanfly from birds occurring in neichbouriin, < e af l0 f" S ' v,, ' ch do not differ sicnl- 
m others his name has now disappear while in «m n.t ° f li,, £ cr(,n « subspecies, 
mem “ SUS W “‘-I more maurj W- 



roilowing year, as it includes 
14 February IB90J. 

J- C. Moulton, ‘Handlist of the 


tJic Bornean Gro 
3 ibe dure ‘1889“”^/Vi pnpi:r dail 
*—* 

Hifd5 Q ' R^enco', JSBRd.V f.i i 
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1 here are many good things in this checklist. The Mountain Imperial Pigeon 

AML ]5 ta ^ n a ™ S BnJnfii man Sroves ( as it is at times in (hose at Penang and Malacca, 
All three races of the Malayan Hawk Cuckoo (/9/j, one resident, one from India and 
one truni China, are now found here. The Brown-breasted Bce-cnter (268) f so common 

,fl ! alay f/y d ihc PhlJipF ‘ ncs ’ is a rare visitor to Borneo, with half a dozen entries The 
resident Malayan race (paritynefms) of die Blue winged Pitta (321) rnav not occur 

alJ Horne °’ 1 thmk a Gian * p ^ (3J6) was taken by Everett as far south a, Martin 
near SimaHggang. The Small Mimvct (345) appears once for the south of Borneo after 
missing out Malaya and perhaps Sumatra, The Great Tit (435) recorded by F G H 
Ahen makes a welcome appearance near Kuching; the only previous Borneo records, 
va.rc two, near the Bongo range, south of Ban, prior to IBB 5-9. The Biackcupped 
Jute-eye CM) is restored to Mt, Mulu and there is the welcome sight record of a 
Hock of Violetbackcd Starlings (524) in the Lawns district. 


There are also some controversial items. The Simula Mallard (43) has a green 
speculum, and is probably the Australian Mallard, Auas superdtiosa. Everett took an¬ 
other Pintail (45) from Lahuan, now in the British Museum (N R) collection. The 
Sibu Iuftcd Duck (49) may have come from the Sultan of JobcirTs lake, where at this 
period many were l>cing kept. There is no mention of the possible appearance of the 
nominate race of the Marsh Harrier ( 72 ), which is said to be much the commoner of 
the two forms in Malaya (BRM, 21), 1949: 44, regards spilonoius as specifically distinct 
trom anwaasus). 1 believe the two Falconets (75) & (76) differ in depth of bills. The 
Peacock Pheasant (93) from Trusan was exhibited in the Sarawak Museum prior to the 
war. The Grey Plover (109) is purely a shore bird, and not 'partial to lawns', unlike 
die Golden Plover. The Dulit PhaJurope ( 147 ), now in the British Museum (N.R), 

was taken by a Kenyah youth with a double-barrelled .4It) pistol, nut as stated on 
pp. 613-4. 


Many waders ir. pre-war times, at [cast, were passage migrants—they were not taken 
or recorded in December and January. They are now listed as winter visitors: Little 
Ringed Plover (Hi), Lesser Sand-Plover (114), Bartnilcd Godwit (122), Redshank 
(123), Wood Sandpiper (128), Gney-rumpcd Tattler (131), SwmhoeT Snipe (135), 
Long to M Stint (141), and Curlew-Sandpiper (143) i arc there additional records in the 
Loke Wan Tlio collection? I think dial most collectors find the Chestnutheaded Ground- 
Thrush (393 } in the highlands rather than jn the lowlands. The lowland Whistling Thrush 
(399) ol Malaya and Sumatra is caerultma; it is a race of this species that one would 
cjcp-et; to and in the lowlands of Borneo, James Lee Betters once scnl me a list of 
M jo berg’s birds from Mt. Tihung, includitig two Black-i-Crintson Orioles {.542} and 
one Black Oriole (-542): they had been taken in the same locality. 

Ornithologists do not agree yet which birds should rate as montane in Borneo. The 
Fcrrugineous Wood-Partridge (84), Orange-breasted Trogan (254), and Mountain 
Wren-Babbler are submontane outside Borneo. Submontane in Borneo arc the Fly¬ 
catcher-Shrike (341), Bbckcrowned Bulbul (J<53) s Whkethruuied Flycatcher-Warbler 
(447), Grey Drongo (JJ4) and many others listed here as montane residents. 

There are a few special features. Some years before the war, a Malay boat went by at 
Sundar with a dead Adjutant Stork (. jtf) on deck. The owner said he had shot It in the 
Bdangsat River—it was easy: they nested there. They arc now seen no more in the 


Mus. 26 , m\. 
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«i in Malaya fcf pp ^'"f 011 - Tl,is «uU apply "™ le ™ h 

Ws ‘iimstmonsiroufp r'^?’ where 5myiJi.cs f s not dL^ ^ pcliC ^’ *>°th here 

«P°« nf S °: c Sp - s - * **» 

1S3Q, A O Uy ^ver years, b t tj * r Lner ~ [ias been authentic 

coua,; of £ e 1™ T M "‘ '*>"« yean Pe,^ l“ a „^ “ rii " forma! records: > 
in large flocks ‘nj ,!‘"“ lil ’ ; carl ‘« Maingay said to, p prod, « ous numbers on the 
friend of mLe s i" , ‘Z77 «W-“ Wb„1 C 7™ S"»“U, »ppe«cd 

^ ^ m^vo CUri£Wi ail 3 

they had si* in n rr ' LT '-' ntJ,1 ^noLis for Mahvs M f , J' reserve or even eat. 

pelicans in MaTav-/^ !° *, ‘ HcDd t ' vcn, y miles dffi to Kuch'* had SUI:h a sur Ptos that 

from year to 3 "TS' “ «* •*» when lnUfat‘1 rCfcrefl «> * <hc 

SBeseste * 

J|1C mi ^ation described for *ht, u 
movement of ihc p af wc,, c ' k ' lC ^ ousc Swift (245) is n >or^ i 
totality: it is ! 1, ?' V,fE ’ » ^«ot known from jLl, " dlaracl “'5<to of to 

/f s SUs^i^PSl 

Mountain ““ Ma * a Mountains, to It ffi £?,? 

s? fe^asar 

7f e P^ches are ofle „ onIy to, 7'j ?* in ,he “PP« BtomBulto 

l UCh are «■ Mb in the- Upper MukahX n .*“* Ub foot Jtor: 

S “r », Ksjs-"»—•>£? ss 

1 T* «* -ifeuna is to samet to. on 7‘7 “ d ° n ‘ y jUS ‘ ulld « ’.OPO fee. 
be possibJe to p, c k out the approximate i, ent r ,f 6 adjncenl mam ra "ses- Would it not 
this kui£ ^ ^stcad of laying rhe shhdini, n , f cj!i:ct,ve aj ™. in presenting a mnr 
Purple pa, chea are apparently popular mto tom'° ' J ’?. cotl,our lines? After alf tough 

“ "“ , “ m ^ 21 oij ™4:7t sags*? '$r*& -** 

- /, u_j, pp. r—6 1 , Eec p_ 



Btfix. Rapfuis 










- *:► 3my inits CHECKLIST OF PORNEAN BIRDS 203 

lies is a well-known and hard-working Forest Officer, He spent two 
rilwak Mu5CUm Ctack [ in e ’the mass of museum and literary material so 
d and sometimes almost chaolio 1 ?), and two months at the British 
we trust ho found things better coordinated h it is a firsi H *-,] m 


E, Banks 









